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Eddie High

Workload has greatly in-
creased due to people being stuck
at home on quarantine. So, spring
cleaning for people atarted a lot
sponer and & lot more people did
gpring cleaning this wyear be-
canze theyre stuck at home. Sa,
of course, getting phone call after
phone eall and tons of text messag-
ez for work was great. I had to buy
8 new van to carry that worklead.
I've alzo received a lot of new cli-
entele—the realtors are referring
me for trash and recycling pickoap
to all the people moving to town.
o, this COVID thing has been
pretty awful for many in our eoun-
try and in the world, but for me it"a
artually been pretty nice.

Sunia Beelendorf

Back inm March when
everything started to shut down,
I definitely found mysslf super
degpondent about the state of the
world and the myriad of conse-
quences our society would be fac-
ing a3 a result of the shutdowns
and “mew normal"” And while T
still find my=elf witness to a lot of
hoatility and fear in respomse fo
this pandemic (B0% of which I see
online scroass social media plat-

formas), there have abeolutely been
positive experiences! Here at Ele-
phant Cloud, we have experienced
a unprecedented prowth spurt
this summer, both in tourism and
in residential traffic. With all the
unemployment and businesaeg
closing acToss our country, we are
beyond grateful to continue to be
going atrong and to be able to con-
tinue to provide services that are
ezzential for the success and pros-
perity of our town.

There has been 50 much ver-
bal support and appreciation from
g0 many people on & daily baais,
egpecially as placea that provide
food snd nourishment have been
elevated to “essential fromtline”
status. We feel 30 much gratitude
for our community right nower,

I think many regidents in the
area &re choosing to shop at the lo-
cal grocery stores as much as poasi-
ble, both out of a desire to travel as
little a3 poasible and out of & desire
to aupport mom-and-pop busineas-
eg. This i3 truly amazing for our
little lpcal econocmy, &3 more dol-
lara are going back into our infra-
structure the more salea we keep
in town. I've also seen more tour-
ists amd wisitors than ever before
and have met 30 many peopls who
have newly moved here. People are
much more appreciating little out-
of-the-way towns and slower life.

In general, I find that peo-
ple are so0 much more grateful for
people in the service industry, are
Einder and more patient, and are
learning that to slow down and
wait i3 totally ok and will not in
fact hurt them! (laughingl MNature
i3 awesome, solitude iz okay, and
every interaction with & friend/
neighbor/loved one i3 a cherished
moment, even if it's just asking
if they “would like a receipt with
that.™

Chris Royer

The first good thing that hap-
pened with me after the China Vi-
s started was: I got out of a crap-
ey living sifuation in Alamoasa. I

had been planning to move back to
Creatone for months and Anally got
to & point where I could. Actoally, I
moved the night before the stay-at-
home crder went out. I have been
able to find part-time work with a
few different people here, which
is way better for me than working
full-time. I have seen many, Many
people atarting to guestion the
government and their role in it I
have seen people learning how they
can take back control of their lives.
Many peopls lost their joba, which
is g&d, but I hope the jobs that come
back will be more resilient. I have
alao peen and been & part of help-
ing people garden more this year,
which iz great. Helping people grow
their own food has always been im-
portant to me and this year more
than ever has helped people realize
how impeortant it is. I hope to see
more and more people becoming
independent from reliance on &my-
one, but more importantly, I wish
to see people being interdependent.

Morgaine Fanst

What positive things have I
experienced since COVID began?
When we firat had a full-on lock-
down throughoot our atate and a
lot of things about COVID were
unknown, I felt a bit at locas enda.
After a week or so of sifting on
the couch, walking my silly York-
ie more, eating woey more nacho
chips and enjoying different or-
ganic wines, I shifted my energy

I signed up for French leasons
on Babbelcom. I signed wp for il
of John Milton's new online Zoom
classes with the Way of Matare. I
joined Peter May's Thuraday night
meditative healing journeys. I
started working with a mmulti-di-
menzional guide who works at the
holographic level of consciousness.
Amnd I started spending more time
in the woods, and meditating with
all the nature spirita and beings
you can only find in the silence of
these mountains.

Ferhaps one of the greatest
gifte I have received from dealing
with this COVID madness'mess ig
the gift of greater underatanding
on many levels. When I'm on 30-
cial media, I try my best to encour-
age civil conversation and healthy
diecuszion and debate. It's cbvious
many people are afraid, and I've
learned to use the “pause” before
replying.

wwnwr.crestonesagle.com

I also have a couple of out-
of-town friends who call me more
frequently, becauss they are lonely
or & bit acared, and they just need
to connect and talk to someonse. I
haven't alwayas been & good lsten-
er, 50 this practice iz a gift. My
friends chose me, and I moatly lis-
ten, not offering advice, just a lot
of love and understanding.

My take away from all these
experiences? [ am convinced ome-
ness 13 the way forward to a future
we can barely imagine. This is the
“Time of the Great Turning” and
we all need each other.
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Mike Booth

by wife, Lori and I definite-
Iy slowed down and had more
time for things that we never had
time for before. There was more
time for reflection, guist time,
alone and together. We lost track
of days and time becauss we were
no longer controlled by societal or-
der. We would check the calsndar
daily to see if we missed anything,
but there was nothing to miss. We
were ghle to invent & new routine
made of calm, peace and self actu-
alization.

We became enthusiastically
devoted to Amazon (thank you to
Jordan from UPE for faithfully sup-
plying our new habit). We ordered
all those books we always wanted
to read! And had plenty of time to
read those bools from cover to cov-
€r... in one uninterrupted sitting.

We regearched and rediscov-
world from the distance of our tel-
evizion a3 it dramatically changed
from what we knew as normal, to a
new and better way of life and com-
munity. As a result, we met many
new people and future friends here
in Crestone and far away in the vir-
tual World of Zoomn meetings.

We apent fime hiking the
greenbelis every day with our new
puppy, Pearl. We sfarted & ma-
jor landacaping project and spent
much of cur waking hours outside
enjoying everything Crestone.

And beat of all . . . we cleaned
our drawers and clozets!

If yvou have feedbock or sug-
gestions for future topics, plecse
emuEil  peaceloriloveiiemail. com.
In addition to being the Staff Pho-
tographer for The Crestone Eagle
ginge 2012, Lot Nagel iz o free-
lance photographer, graphic de-
signer & web dezigner. wWWW.sLR-
flowerstudios. we.com.



