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Liz Paup

I've had pets my whele Lfe.
Twve never not had a dog. They'we
slways just been part of my souol,
and I think I'm part animal some-
times, dog specifieally! My dog,
Piper, even though she’s crazy
when she barlks, she’s my therapy
dog. I didn't trein her to do any
af that. I have mightmares all the
time, and as acon as [ have a night-
mare, she's right up on my chest
and pushes her face againat mine
and makes sure mom's DK and
calmed down. She taught hers=1f to
do that, which I think is incredible.
Theyre just =0 amazing and full
of 20 much lowe, lilke my little soul
mates And Buddha, even though
he'a erazy, too, he's lilee my big haby
They hecome part of your oul and
make everything better They'we
gone through the hard times and
the fun times, bot they're always
there no matter what. That's what
I lowre about my doga!

Jananne Settle

I gzrewr up with pets. My dad
wonld bring home all sorts of thern
Af one point, we had 3 male haxers,
arabhbit, & prairie dog, and a raccoon
we resoued, sl at the same time.
The house wasz always full of peta!
My first pet as an adult was Tigger,
an arange tabby He was a souree of
support and comfort through a diffl-
cult timme. Tigger was with me for 21
years. He will always have a special
place in my heart.

Char current pet, Lacey Lou, &
Q-year-pld fernales boaxer, came tous

at a special time. My dad had ter-
minal lung cancer. We wanted the
last bit of his life to be a5 comforta-
ble and enriching as posaible. Lac-
ey came in a3 if she'd been thers
all along. She bonded with my dad
right away and they apent a couple
weeks together before he passed.
Lacey Lou helped the whole family
cope because the dog still needed
io be fed and taken for walks. Plus
she could tell when we were upast,
was an ever present comfort to us
and still is!

My peta have enriched my life
with unconditional love and pres-
ence of mind. Lacey is not thinlk-
ing about yesterday or tomorrow
There's a cartoon showing some-
one walking a dog. In the doga
mind bubble, the only thing is him
getting walked by his peraon. In
the person’s bubble, it's a trillion
things they're thinking about. Lac-
ey's helped me be more sware of
that. When I walk her, I try to just
focus on us walking, ever since [
gaw that picture. She's really good
at it and Eknows how to be in the
moment. I think I could learn a
thing or two from Lacey Lou!

Matthew Johnsomn

They make the worst room-
mates ever. They don't pay for amy-
thing! You have to feed them all the
time. They're constantly in need.
However, the other aide of that
iz unconditional love. They don't
care iff you forget Valentine's Day,
birthdays, etc. They're better than
any family member as far &s that
goes, right™ They add calmness
to your life. They're super friendly
and there for youw. They nesd homes
and lowe juat like we do, but they're
better at expressing it than peopls.
They'wve enriched my life by malting
my house feel like a home. When
vou move around a lot, you don't feel
comfortable getting a dog. Some do,
then have to get rid of them moving
into & no-doga-allowed sitnation. So,
actually being in a place where yoa
can give them a good Life, they pay
it hack a0 mmch. Wish they'd pay for
more! You know, one of them has to
get a job at some point. Even like
puppy modeling? I'm asure that's a

thing, somewhere, right? But they
can't flgure that out. The problem is
they don't have the thomhba!

I hawve 45 pets, if you count
the flsh. It's 4 dogs, I cats, and
39 fish. I cant imagine my life
without pets. My dad had to give
up a dog becaunse he was traveling
more, and his life became emptisr.
It's amazing how clean his house is
without pet hair everywhers, but
there’s alao this emptiness about it
I wouldn't trade. Tl take the dust,
the dirt, the pet hair and my cat,
Jack, getting a bladder infection
and peeing all over my laundry,
just cause the amount of cuddles
Jack has given me, as a 20-pound
cat (this bigh makes up for it. So,
they give more than they take.

Todd Rezack

Layla, she keeps me on the
go, and she always gives you un-
conditionsal love. Even on the dark-
est days, the animala, they always
seem to be there to help vou. It's
definitely a good karmic exchange
there when you provide for ami-
mals on that level. Thers's proba-
bly something that comes back fo
you oo another level. She's been
my world for about five years. You
guys all know that.

Anoushlza Perkert

Lung taught me a lot about
patience. She's kind of unusual
because she's very shy of people.
Whenever she sees somebody on a
trail, she hides. [ have to be really
careful and patient with that. One
day I lost her on a trail with moun-
tain hikea. She was so fresked
out; she hid in the underbrush for
houra. I went back at night and
she finally came oat. I know I can't
push it with her. I give her time to
feel comfortable when she's arcund
people, letting her decide what she
wanta to do, when she wants to
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come cut, how she wanta to show
herself She's a lot more social that
way

We got her as a pup when
we gtill had my older dog, Sparks.
They were fun and cute together
Sparks showed Luna everything.
When we brought her home, he
turned into Mr Moat-well-be-
haved, which he wasn't before! She
constantly relied on him. When he
died 4 months agoe, she was really
zad and mopey for long time. You
can tell, dogs miss their compan-
ion. Fhe's better now, but I'm also
not ready to get anocther dog yet!
Two doge are a lot of work.

Oh, and she’s a total princeas!
She likes to hawve food brought to
her, be brashed, be on our bed all the
titne. We stopped =aying no. We let
her get away with a lot. Other than
that, she'a pretty well behaved.

Dreama's been my service
animal sinee 2010 becsusze I had
8 treumatic brain injury and she
stayed with me while I traveled all
around. She's been on airplansa,
boata, traina, buases, motorcycles—
she’s rTidden everything! Ewvery
mede of transportation there ias,
she's been on it. The only thing she
doean’t like is ezcalators. Her nails
get caught in the tracks. Bhe's been
my confidant since oy brain injury
and been through everything with
me, and she's helped me train other
animals to service other people.

Peta always enrich lives.
They're something to care for, and
they're always there to care for you.
Cme hour to them is seven hours to
us. Like, if you're gone for 20 min-
utes, that's a long part of their day,
since they live ssven years fo our
one. So if you're gone juat a short
while, they really mi=ss you.

Having that greeting every
day is really good, teo. They keep
you grounded, and Dreama’s ser-
vice has been just that. I got sea-
sick one time really bad on a ship
in 12-foot swells with the boat
coming out of the water. I couldn't
move, sick laying on the floor, and
Dreams sat with me the entire
time with her paws on top of me.
She's alwaya been & really great
sarvice dog even before she got reg-
istered to be one. Then I had the in-
jury, and she became exactly what
she needed to be.

If vou hove feedback or sugges-
tions for future topice, plemse emiEil
peaceloriloveiiemail.com. Im ad-
dition fo being the Staff Photogra-
pher for The Crestone Eagle since
2012, Lort Nagel iz @ freelaonce pho-
tographer, graphic designer & web
degigner.  www.sunflowerstudios.
LL2_COT.



