was really difficult worlhng 50 houra
a weel, on top of doving. I'm here to
contribute to the commumity &z best
I can and Ty fo prove my worth to
everyone and that was diffioalt when
I had fo commute so0 far I was very
hacly to finally find a home and Twve
grown to really like the community
As far &s solubions o the housing
situation, I spole with a couple peo-
it €alzes a lot of work to build those. I
believe incoming people who want to
live in Creastone can prove that they
want to live here by helping others
build these earthships. Iwaa talking
with one guy who's building one now
who offered me a place on his prop-
erty if I helped him build his earth-
ghip house, and I can build my owm,
smaller earthship on his property as
well, and that wrould be a win-win for
both of na. Ancther option would be
more spartments. Therss an unfin-
ished vacant building in town if acme-
body in the commumity has a heart of
gold and wants to put that together.

We deflnitely have a hous-
Eents are going up and options be-
coming fewrer. My family has moved a
murober of times in Cregtone, lived in
lots of different places. Some of those
moves were personal choices and
some weren't. Two rentals sold, land-
lords here decided they wanted to try
o malke more money with AirBnB,
ete. It's been tricky and difficult, but

rience. I'm pretty dedicated to Cre-
gtone. I've been teaching and worlk-
ing at the Charter School for & years,
and hawe given a lot of oy energy and
lowe to this comrounity I don't see
easy solhutions to this houaing crisis
Wou can’t force a homeswner to keep
rents down. Thers’s a deeper issue.
A lot of us come to Crestone for this
difficult here than in other places be-
cause it's o intimate. For a healthier
community, each individual needs to
decide on some levwel to break out of
the paradizm of “What's in it for me™
It'd be great if pecpls would praduslly
look for ways to give back, egpecially
to those who wrant to enrich this com-
munity but need affordable housing
to do it. I'd like to see a structure
identifying good renters to alleviate
homeowmers' fears of getting burned
by tenants. There are pepple here
payments and who are going to take
care of your home and it would be
great if there were a “recommended
Liat™ of those people.

DHane Donlap

There’s more demand for hous-
ingin the Baca than availability, and I
ingis at a preminm. I think cannabis
has a lot to do with thia. It certainly
mcressed real estate values in Den-
ver. I know the Bara has provisions
for Znd living apacea and &5 many
of us whoe can are doing thia. Mew
homes continue being boilt, bot T
don't know there's any solution other
than to keep building. I've had mult-
ple rental homes here for 15 years. I
lease them for at least a year and usu-
ally the house is left roech worae. It
takes a8 month to repaint and fix eve-
rything before I can re-rent it. Ewvery
onuee in & while, T get & good long-term
renter who lesves the hoass in good
shape but most peopls rent becanss
they can't afftord to owmn, and may not
have experience being & homeowner.
They do & lot of damage  And pets,
of course, become a bigger issue over
in CrestoneBaca about developmnent.
The whole reason for lot consehdation
is to conserve green space People in
the Baca don't like to see howses oot
their windowe, and Creatone is mized
about whether the Baca should even
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be here! {langhingy But if the Bac
waan't here, Crestome would be a
ghoat town. People are mized. Half
doa't went any more pecpls moving
in, they don't want publicty, they
don't like it when we're on Fox News
in Denver for any reasom Thers's
a &0-30 divide on whether we even
want more people to know about us,
let slone muove here

Cheryl Rowe

There's not enough of it. Either
rentals nor properties for sale, 30 sud-
dealy we've gone from a housing ghat
to a housing shortape, and probably
rental properties have always been a
bif of a shortage. It's incredible to me
that Salida has heen designated the
flrst tiny house commoomity T think
Crestone should have been. If some-
body out there had or could get some
development money, thers's POA-
owmed property around Elk Park and
elzewhers which I think could be sub-
divided for peaple to bring their own
tiny houses or buyfrent one already
onzite. I think the land was origi-
nally allocated 83 property for com-
mercial building. Perhaps it could be
tiny homea. My experience as being
a landlord has been pretty poaitive.
You have to be carefal anywhers,
and you hawve to know what you're
doing if you're going to be a landlord,
which I've been for 30 years. OCur
rental properties have primarily been
in Denver, and now we have rental
property in Crestone, too. We've cer-
tainly seen the market change a lot
because I never thought I would own
property in Creatone!

costs just to keep warm! I just sub-
mitted a request to the POA to build
o houses maulsted in a way whers
you can heat the place with a can-
dle and air condition it by opening a

window! The tenant deesn't have to
pay $300-5400/month utility costs on
top of paying $500 rent. Most cannot
pay $1000/month in Crestome, even
if mom, dad and the kKds all work!
The coat structure i3 established in a
way that low income housing canmot
be created. If the POA sllows me to
budld 5 small houses, theyll be insu-
lated and dimensicned in a way that
people can inhahbit with joy, and that's
what ahouse iz That's what Crestone
iz the joy of uilding a structure you
love living in. We'we got too many
people and not encugh housing. Its
not rocket science! As a landlord, I
recently spent $23,000 as a result of

54,000 worth of carpets. Everybody's
The difference is by cresting those 5
houses we can let 5 more people maks
the choice to be in affordable housing.
T'm only 79 yesrs of age and F'm tired
of frying to overcome the aystem!

for this area. I've lived here 4 years,
moving an average of every 4 montha,
By policy is not to rent properties for
sale, bt moy last landlord purchased
other homes, 20 moved me into an-
other which ended up on the market.
It's easier to find rentsls ocn the mar-
ket, but hard for tenants, becazae you
can't be relazed or fesl st home. You're
always on edge. You cant be totally
unpacked. So, it's difficult, snd I'm
saying this as a good, responsible ten-
ant. I've also rn inte homeosmers
saying, “Well, no, I've been burned by
tenants before™ =0 they wont rent.
Having peta is also limiting. It was
me she didnt want me renting firom
her becaae of my dog, but when she
found cut her son has the same hreed,
it was OE And I understand some
petas do canse damage, s0 paying the
deposit is ressonable, but this town is
very animal-oriented, so it's hard to
hawe that &5 & stipulation. The lack
of awailsbility is increased by home-
owmers using AirEnB to make more
money, and I am seripualy thinking of
moving ouf of the ares becanse of the
most of my clienta are in Creatone.
But I will live elsewhere if I have to,
as much as I'd hate to do that.

If you have feedbock or sugges-
tione for futere fopics, plemse emumil
to being the Sioff Photographer for
The Crestone Esgle since 2012, Lari
Nagel i3 a freelonce photographer,
Eraphic designer & web desismer
wiw snloweratudiog. La.com.



