Patte Smith

Iv= been doing backstage food
the last few yesra, which has given
me & unigque acceas to headliners.
Cme of ooy favorite years was 2014
when Charles Meville sand BRuthie
children. They were incredible, like
taking care of my own friends/fam-
ily. And Charles Meville would seck
me out to tell me stories Id lived
in WY for a while and knew a few
places be'd performed and famous
people he'd played with. He was
warm, friendly, unique and eclectic,
very different than I'd anticipated.
He'd go, "Hey, lid!™ when he carne in,
even though I'm not really a kid, bat
he ia old enough to be my dad!

EL, Diale and I hawve besen in-
volved aince the very first year,
1990, Crestone is this unigue place.
It's a family, we're all conmected,
and CMF iz & bonding event that
gether—a culmination of summer
every year. I hope it continues and
we can come back and do it as well
as we have in the past. Dale and I
support the festival through auto-
matic withdrawal monthly contri-
butions, and I encourage others to
do this. Even $3-510/month makes
a huge differencs!

I have many prest memories
of the Crestone Music Festival,
and I've been lucky enough to play

memyy is from 2015 when Rob-
ben Ford, & personal muaical herg of
mine for many years, was the Sat-
urday night headliner He arrived
early becanse he has close personal
friends here, who I happen to also
Enow, 50 I met him Friday might,
which waa a thrill. Saturday, I was
deoing a set of acoustic originals with
2 Weseks in Fiji. Robben showed up
and graciously agresd to ait in on &
songa with us, a total surprise. It
was an incredible highlight having
a muaician of his caliber playing our
originals. He made us sound really
great, too! He'a such a good player.
Ag if that wasnt enough, during his
et that night, again, totally by sur-
prize, he called me up onstage to do
a song with him and his band. Af-
terwards, I hung out with him back-
stage and he told me cool atories
about my faverite songs he wrote.
Besides being a great memory of the
CMF, it's a musical memory in my
lifie T will never forget.

Diale Smith

Well, I have a lo¢ of memories
and moat come from letting the
festival uee my drums, which has
always been a conmection to other
musiciang. My favorite memory is
2001. Ritchie Havens did an incred-
ible show Haturdsy night. I met
him right after the show, and he
rememberad me Sunday and was
s0 fendly Being from Mew York,
he asked me to talke him on a tour.
“'mon! Show me all the people you
Enow and all the vendors and their
warea.” He was friendly with every-
body, so interested in Crestone and
the people! Bl and I got a picture
with him, which I still treasure.
And mesting famons dmmmers
owver the years, I live for it actually!
Being there every year and Enow-
ing it's gonna be awesome because
music’s what I live for and I lowe
performances.  John Lee Hooker,
Jr. played on a Bunday when people
are usually lower energy, but he did
such a phenomenal job. T'll never
forget how the crowd responded.
Everybody was up front crushing
each other He was involving every-
owver the place—it was elactric!
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HRobin Blankenship
I waan't thrilled about the feati-

wal when Deb Morley said she want-
ed to start one in town. I thought,

“Oh, man! Here we go exploding
and becoming unlivable, unafford-
able™ That didn't happen, and ower
the yeara, I embraced it. My favorite
performer was Johnnie Lee Hooker,
Jr. They rocked the place to pieces!
My favorite lkid memory was Claire
Degsain walking up to the box office
with a fish in s glazs bowl, “Can you
babyeit moy fish while I'm in the fes-
tival™ My farorite song was Ritchie
Havens singing shout the 12 Signs of
“T Enow" twenty times or ao for each
sigm, in & way you felt he really GOT
what each sipn was sbhout . . - until he
got to people’s personal migna! Then
you eould hear people, “Ch - .. Well,
that's one peraon’s interpretation®™
It was so fonny; so0 Crestons! My
favorite memory menaging the box
office was early Batordsy eveming,
Beth Ghist and Vesper Gerg’ brother-
in-law, Joel, both awesome perform-
ers. 'We had instrumenta playing
these crazy, silly songs, having a
blast. People arrived to pay for the
hesdliner, but atarted gathering, lis-
on the countars. We had 15 minutes
of “The Bax Office Show'! My fondest
visual recallection is a heautiful sun-
get and conouwrrent rainbow over the
mountaing. John and Laura Syper-
da were dancing in these elegant, old
fashioned, stark white outfits, acroas
the deep, green grass with a dark,
north sky backdrop. Rainbow and
clothes. Juat, fantastic.

donathan Neuhans-Rose

T've been going to the music
festival my whele life, since I first
got here as & baby My fondest
memeories are always when I first
arrive there and I'm 0 excited to

get in, run around and meet up
with friends. It's just really fun,
and feels like a safe place. I'we
done the pie eating contest a coupls
times just to see if T could win any-
thing. I loved the bungee jumping
thing, but I never managed to do a
back flip on it, eadly Always tried
though! The last couple years, I
helped my dad set up all the tech-
nical equipment and wi-fl, which
was hard, since we had to mun it
through trees and stuff. Sometimes
the eredit card machines wouldnt
work, and I helped my dad fix it.
It's a bummer it's only going to be
2 dayse thiz year. I alwayse liked
Sundays when everything's getting
packed up and @i the lecal kids
were there and there were gll these
empty tents, leaving more space to
run around and more of just com-
munity instead of all the visitors.
If it's going to be just 2 days this
year, we may not get that chance on
Saturday

FRobin Rosenberg

I started wolunteering with the
muaie featival in its second year, and
waa volunteer coordinator firom 2001
until 2013. Iran the box office for 10
vears and was the Assistant Direc-
tor for 3. The best part for me was
organizing volunteers and wendors
who came together to create com-
munity and put on & remarkable
event. I loved most of the muaic. I
didn’t alwaya get to hear it. Donnie
Richmond and the Rifters were my
favorite. Seeing my son, Abe Rosen-
berg, play in Swest Hadish waa a
highlicht for me. Also, our band,
with Richard Reed, Ed Rosenberg,
Jim Pratt, Abe and I playing Spirit
Mountain String Band on a Sunday;
that waas really exciting. Cmne of oy
favorite muzical moments iz when
Michelle Shocked played and a com-
puter glitch caused the freworks
to go off early and come in low Be-
ing in the crowd was a apectacular
experience. No one knew anything
was wrong, but the fireworks were
Shocked spontaneously started play-
ing along with the fireworks! Every
vear my favorite moment was Sun-
day aftermoon when many of the
non-locals had departed. I would
look around and see my commumity
playing together It didn't matter if
the wesek before we had been arguing
about the POA, the achool or politics.
In that moment, on a besatiful Sun-
day afternoon in August, everyone
came together to celebrate.

If you hove feedbook or ougges-
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fo being the Sinff Photographer for
The Crestone Eagle ainoe 2012, Lars
Nagel 10 a freelance photographer,
graphic demgner & web designer
wirwe sunflowersfudion e com.



