Liberty Nelson (dad: Joe Men-
del}

Some of my memories inchnde
playing games like dominoes, gin
rummmy, UNO—just hanging oot
together as a family and playing
pames. One of my best memories ia
when I was 10 and we tock a trip
to Hawaii. My mother got food pod-
soning and conldn't go with we, but
my dad took me out in a little boat
in & secluded area around Gam.
The sun was rising and a achool
of dolphina surrcunded ws and we
touched them as they swam aroand
ug and they puided us into shore.

He drank of a lot of coffes,
and I think he's responsible for me
drinking a lot of coffee because my
mother doeant drink it, but that
was aomething he and I alwaya
did together He would alao take
me put for coffes sometimes, which
was nice. He's very quiet, but found
ways to show his affection in other
ways beaides just conversation.
When someone’s a httle more re-

gerved, it’s important to find thinga
you can do together, and that was
something we both enjoyed. He
was just very kind to me and never
treated me as anything besides a
daughter, even though he wasn't

Molly Roth (dad: Lonny Roth)
Well, growing up with my dad
being & single dad and me being his
firat kid was very humorous to say
the least! I don't know of many situ-
ations like mine. Iremember when
he built our firat house and we
were living cut in the Grants and
we were in the process of getting
the electricity and sewer going and

didn’t have a toilet wet. We were
with some friends one day, and I
decided to pee on a flowering cac-
tus. And I fell and I was aboat 3 or
4 and T just remember him spend-
ing a good few hours picking cactus
out of my butt! He's definitely been
a very good dad, and made the beat
of an intereating situation: being
the dad of & little girl with nobody
really to help him much.

I'm really thankful for my
dad. I'm glad I didn’t have to grow
up in the city with my mom. I got to
experience the mountaine and the
freedom that the nature here gives
you versus the city life. I feel like I
turned out for the better not being
a part of that.
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David ElHott {dad: Mark Elliott)

Diad stories begin with getting
to go wisit “The Family” in England
every summer. There, I increas-
ingly realized, a8 I was growing wp
in Crestone, just what a departure
Diad had made from his high asoci-
ety Enightasbridge life of expecta-
tion and privilege sinee his own
childhood. The smartest thing he
coulda done he somehow did, run-
ning away to America at 18, joining
the beat and hippy movements un-
Rinpoche, which led to raising me
in Crestone, and that's been ex-
tremely special. And I rememhber
all the times my dad mads the ul-
timate effort to do & nice event for
me putside of Creatone, like going
to Red Lobater, which we'd seen on
television, but got food poisoning;
or going to a hockey gpame becanse
it was my favorite thing, and it was
the one game all year no one scored;
and just the constant pitfalls we
couldnt help but laugh at! It of-
ten intripues me to imagine what
hig lifie weould have been like if he'd
followred hizs own father's legacy of
empire and egpionage in London.
I'm figuring out when I shut wop
there are still new stories to hear,
my favorites including partying
with exiled Black Panthers in Cuba
or accidenting into Tibetan Bud-
dhism getting lost with a camers in
Dharamaals and landing with the
Dalai Llams for days as was only
poazible then He may want to be
g gquiet hermit mow ot his past

The Crestone Eagle = Junse, 2018 = Page 17

keepa catching up with him in the
nicest ways. The cast of characters
alone have taught me a lot.

Tim Riley {dad: Mike Riley)

One of my firat memories is
when I was tearing through the
house and I slipped and ran into
the baseboard heater and was cry-
ing, a0 my dad asked what hurt.
I said “My drumstick! My drum-
stick!™ (It was my thigh that I'd
hurt.} He thought that was so fun-
ny! I was crying and he waa laugh-
ing hysterically, not because he was
mean apirited but because that was
such a funny thing for a kid to say
Ag I watched him laugh, my pain
dizzolbved. It was really funny to see
my dad cracking up liks that.

When we were kids, we moved
to the lake house in Minnesota.
Mioat of our fond memories are cen-
tered arcund that place. We had
some aoreape and a amall lake we'd
picnic at every weekend. A respect
for nature was instilled in us &t an
early age. My dad took us on canoe
trips and one-on-one camping tripa.
That's where he introduced me to
smores, and I aaid, “I want anoth-
er one!™ And he said, "That’s why
they're called g'mores, because you
want gmore!™ And we participated
in an organization that teuaght us
about the Mative American way of
life and spirituality, & further em-
phasziz on nature and having rev-
erence for Great Spirit. In recent
years, lesaons focus more on giving
back, creating caring commmmni-
ties, and being thankful for what
we have In my aduolt life, it's been
extremely waliable hawing somme-
body who says what I need to hear
even if I don't want to hear it, who
always says the right thing and
keepa me on the right path deapite
my occasional idiccy Having moy
dad to tell me when I'm out of line
or doing great work has been a big
part of my life that I'm extremely
thanlkful for.

Trevor Storm (dad: Steve Storm)

The memories that stick out
moat are early on, going up on stage
with my dad and playing music. We

uzad to do gigs at Shumei fairly of-
ten, and WVilla Grove at the coffes
shop and wp in Salida. Since I was
about 8, that's alwaya been pretiy
apecial to be up on stage with him.
Later on, he got me up into the back
country for skiing, teaching me
howr to hike up and earn oy turns.
And we used to have a yearly tra-
dition here of skiing the “Shumei
buffet,” we called it. It's the north
chute up Cottonwood Cresk and
iz & big, nice, perfect ski run all
the way from the top. Those were
definitely some good times we had
up there together. We've worked
plenty together as well. We did a
couple joba in Telluride and I've
worked with him here guite a bit,
and we've also done a lot of projects
together arcund the houss, which
has been great. The momber one
memory that stands out the most is
the back country tripa we've taksn
up into the moontains becauss it's
all day super intense topether and
it's 20 amazing and rewarding to be
up there. My dad’s passion for the
outdoors and music is has obvisus-
ly imprinted on me as well!

Abby Bwartz (dad: Scott Swartz)

Well, that's kind of endless.
One of my fondest memories is
when I was a kid. I pretty mmch
grew up at the Mishawalka and at
State Bridge, and I used to ron up
onatage while my dad was playing
and yank out all the cords as they're
playing and my mom was chasing
me acrozs the stape pretty mmch
moat of the time. MNow, I play a lot
of music with him and & lot of shows
bt my fondest memory is from one
of his showa, when he played in
Shakedoen Street at Guimote's in
Denver. Bagically, our whole fam-
ily came owt, all his siblings, =0 it
was pretty much a circus show be-
cauae our family ia pretty wild! That
memory's my favorite, us walking
through the bar shouting “Swartz’s
coming through!™ Ancther fond
memory is from my uncle’s recent
birthday party in Blackhawk where
my dad and I got to play music for
our whole family, which iz my fa-
vorite thing to do, especially in front
of my grandpa because there aren't
& lot of chances he gets to watch me
play. Playing music with my dad is
the fondest of memoriea that T have.
He's always been there for me musi-
cally and he's my favorite person to
Play muaic with!

If wyouw thove feedbock or
suggestions  for fuiwre topics,
plegze emumil peacelorilovefemiol.
com. In addition to being the Stoff
Photographer for the Crestone
Eagle gince 2012, Lori Nagel iz ¢
freclonce Photographer, Grophic
Designer & Web Degigner oo,
sunflowerstudios. wae.com.



