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How can our l‘.!l'Jrl]]lII]l]]]."I:qr be more sustainal

Miranda Clendening

I think we can be more sus-
tainable as individoals. We all have
a regponaibility to each do our own
part. Driving fuel-efficient vehicles
or driving the least amount poasi-
ble, riding bikes, walking, making
our houses more energy efficient,
recycling and reducing our pollu-
tion. But I think we alao need to
work together as a community in
the biggeat ways poasible. When
groups are doing more unified pro-
jects around renewable energy or
sustainable work in the communi-
ty, they often need a lot of buy-in
and it's hard to get people to show
up or to understand concepts or be
part of conversations. We all should
do our greatest part in showing
up for those meetings, adding our
voice, our support, and being part
of becoming as sustainable a com-
mumnity as pozsible.

Rick King

First, we have to realize our
community iz one little piece of a
hoge big picture. In order for our
community to be sustainable we
hawve to be concerned about the big
picture. Think globally, act locally
The big picture is critical right now
for climate emerpency, already a cli-
mate dizssster in India and Europe.
There"s a heat wave in the United
States coming at wa now, and my
reaearch zaya it's global, and only

the United States iz not paying
attention to it. All other countries
are pagsing lawa, reducing the car-
bon footprint and getting the foasil
fuels out. At the community level,
we want to be austainable, but that
depends on much bigger forces we
must address and deal with. I've
been thinking about this for a long
time, collecting respurces, and any-
body who wants to have a dialogue
about this, I'd be glad to spend
gome time whenever time allows
and we can get together.

Ive been to seweral local
groups, and fully support local ac-
tion, which is critical. If we, amd
this particular community of very
talented people and po-getiers can
create & model for other commommi-
ties on the same path, it could be
very important to all of ua. With
our unigque diversity and powerful
people, we coald do that. The thing
ig, there's this group and that proop
and they're currently all fragment-
I. I'm working with them to find
8 common vision, share resourcesa,
regearch and come up with com-
mon plans for what to do next.

Christine Canaly

Liatening to each other cre-
ates its own sustzinability Many
good ideas are coming from inter-
esting places. We need to be mind-
ful and allow especially younger
folks to have a voice and partici-
pate. And we have to build on oor
there's already & lot of good stuff
in place. I know that's not interest-
ing, lilke “Boooring!™ . . . Water and
Hamitation District, Ciello, electri-
cal lines—all thoze underground
things that're really important.
We hawve to participate by getting
on the water board, paying atten-
tion to the SINREEC co-op and nur-
turing renewable energy There's
In front of Casita Park there's this
amazing ares that was a pond,
with duck paop, clay, ete. deposited
there . . . why not make it & com-
mumnity garden?

I alao hawve to emphasize oor
nead to support local business-
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e3. I ase people whe never spend
money in town and that, to me, is
bordering on criminal Amazing
businesses here are putting their
heart and aoul into keeping things
going and people aren’t spending
money here? Becsose they hawve
izsues with this or that? Get over
it and start really paying attention
to and building on what's here.
Sustainability is social fabric If
we're really supporting each other
and listening and trying to make
everyone's guality of life better,
that's sustainability—eommund-
ty owver private profit. You have to
make a choice: do you want to keep
calling all that money, looking at
your bank account and doing your
buying and selling on the stock
market? Is that more important
than what's here in this moment?
Unfortunately, there are people
coming here now with that mind-
set. It's deatructive becaunse they
think about how they can make
money on everything inastead of,
“T've got $100,000. How can I in-
wveat it and make this a more hesn-

tiful place™ That, to me, is sus-
tainability

Michael Beriin

Working together is a big is-
sue, the biggest challenge. In 2011,
we founded the Crestone Baca Hio-
histie Living Allisnce, a resualt of
presenting the film, Thrive, which
stregses the urgency for us to do
something guickly It inapired the
whole commmnity into all kinds
of activity. It was good and people
were working but then somehowr
burnt out on tor many meestings,
not enough results, and all of a
sudden it flzzled. Attempts have
been made with the Hub, the Re-
siliency, the Creative District, etc.
to bring locals together and fisure
out sustainability. We hawve all the
regources to make a completely
gelf-aufflcient. suastainsble com-
munity. But, nobedy's pulling it to-
gether. I tried. I didn't do too well.
Cthers have tried. They didn't do
top well. I don't know what it's go-
ing to takke—maybe some emergen-
cy: the grid actuslly going down,
and if we want power we've got
to make our own; the trucks stop
munning and delivering food, we've
got to gprow our own fopd. I don't
want to sound negative. I believe
the potential in this community to
do amazing things is there. People
just have to get off their tripping
stories and attitudes towards each
other Just give it up and work
together Ewerything we need is
thers. We juat need to get together
and dao it!

Sima Simone
I lpoked up the word “sus-

tain.” It's our foundatiom, our
roocta. We need strong roots like
& tree, both physically and emo-
ticmally, to mot blow owver. Phyai-
cally, my fasvorite quote is "All the
world's problems can be solved in
a garden,” by Geoff Lawton, head
of the Anatralian Permaeulture Tn-
atitute. He's full of information on
keeping traffic down by not truck-
ing fopd, trading locslly. All Einds
of plants grow here—superfood
berries like arronia, goji, 3=a buck
thorn, hawthorn—Ilots we could be
planting and also caring for what
grows naturally. Supporting loeal
is critical. Archaic Farms, Lillian
and Tom MeCracken, have been
here 3040 years, and grow food
aold in ocur local stores, as well
a3 make local, wild crafted and
homegrown, powerful tinctures.
We want to support everything—
Mick Chambers’ efforts with Valley
Footz Food Hub, Saturday Mar-
ket, ete.

A zeries of books from Fussia,
The Ringing Cedars by Vliadimir
Megre, starts with Anostasziac,
and ia bassd on people being giv-
hectares of land, tax free, that
their children can inherit, to cre-
ate food forests ocn. Bussia grows
far more food now becaunse they
are giving land to people, bassd
on this series of books, for peopls
to grow their own food. During
WWII, UUS citizens were emcour-
aged to grow victory gardens in
their backyards. Sadly, right now,
Homeland Security may consider
that a threat. It's atrange. There's
& webaite, evergrowingfarm.com,
where this .4 man and his kids
grow hundreds of pounds of food
on 1/8 acre and fresely share their
information.

Emoticnally, it's important
we're supported fo understand
ourselves, our emotional bodies
and how to relate Human re-
lations are the most important
thing in life, besides growing our
own food. Supporting each other,
making mistakes, learning, grow-
ing and helping each other with
all the tools we can gather are
crucial building blocks to suste-
nance.

If you have feedbock or sug-
gestions for fiture topics, plegsze
emuEil  pecceloriloveilzmail com.
In addition to being the Staff Pho-
tographer for The Crestone Eagle
zince 2012, Lot Nagel iz @ free-
lgnce photographer, grophic de-
zigner & web designer. WiLW.SUm-
flocperstudios. s, com.



